
~I 

J ·,~ .• . t . •
l ._, \ - I 

John's hot 
trail of 

the UFO. 
There's something in the air - but what? 
The latest reports of an unidentified flying object over the 

~est Midlands - .with flashing ·Hght:s and b1gger than any 
a1rcraft, spotted Independently this week by two pairs of 
patrolling police officers in Wlllenhall and Walsall - come at 
a time when sightlngs are showing a dramatic increase. 

Cigar-shaped 
Mr John Hurley, •8-year-Qld chairman of the West Midlands-ba.aed UFO 

Studies Investigations, said: "Since October lut year, I have received 12• 
reports. 

~Ln the same period from October 19M, there were 31; and there were 18 
' (rom October 198! to February 1986." 
.. _Objects reported generally range from 3t't In diameter to the size of a small 

cara.yan. But three weeks ago, on January 26, he received calls about 
som~ttttng described u being the size of a football pitch, hovering with lights 
all around it. 
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with his 
record of 
slghtings. 
Over the 
past four 

months he 
has 

re9istered 
124. 
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Whitley · is 
showing U 
way in US 

0 More than halt the adult 
popul•tlon of the United States 
and 39 pet" cent of Britons - t 
in beings from outer space. 

0 The startling statistic, reve , 
a recent G.Uup survey and indi 
that flying saucers are far more 
to be the average American's c 
tea than is the case In Britain , 
largely due to Whilley Striebe;. 

0 He la the 42-year-old Texa n 
lawyer who claims to have met 
extra-terrestrial vlsltora who loo 
like very large g~a11hoppers. 

0 The Evening MM#InteNtew l 
in May laat year and e'#Oked 
tremendous Interest among re<> 

0 At the time, Communion, t t 
book In which he tella his ator ) 
newly published In Britain and 
selling at a staggering 100,000 
copies a week In hardback In 1 
United States. This week, it ha · 
published in Britain In paperbac 

0 Strleber says he was rrigtt 
by his experience, which happ , 
an iso~ted cabin In upatate Nf 
York, and that he wrote the bt 
all the other people who have 
just as frightened. 

RAF Shawbury, In Shrop· 
shire, told him that there wa.a 
an image on its radar screens 
for four seconds but would not 
give any other detalls. 

Three weeks before that, a sis­
ter, two staff nurses and a doc­
tor at Good Hope Hospital, Sut­
ton Goldfield. saw a 
ciga~-shaped object 400ft by 
50ft. hovering with lights all 
round it. Birmingham Airport 
said there been a brief showing 

• A recent sighting - from 
Wednesday's Mail 

saucer, but I haven't a clue what 
it may have be~n. There is cer­
tainly something very strange 
going on." 

Strange. he thinks, in more 
ways than one. 

Last November. he applied to 
the Ministry o! Defence at Chel­
tenham under the 30-year lime 
limit of the Freedom of Llfor­
mation Act to sec documents re­
lating to sightings up to 19~7 
and was told they had been in­
adve ::- tenlly destroyed wit. ;; !,:.:; 

Kids fashion 
on racitir -- out a_gain. Li~ere 

;a 
m raciar - out again, 
were no further details . 

John Hurley. a computer ana· 
lyst who lives in l<ingsland 
Road, Kingstanding. Birming­
ham. aaid: "I have interviewed 
all of them and they are all 
genuine people. But I cannot un­
der~tand why, even though ad­
mittedly it was at 2 . 1~ am, we 
dld not have any other calls at 
all: 

It waa lut October that spot ­
tlngs hit a peak. He received !H 
in the course of two days, chart­
Ing the course of a huge orange 
object with a green band around 
it. It was first sighted by a 

woman in Bromsgrove and the 
drivers of two other cars as it 

woman in Broms1rrovc anll the 
drivers of two other cars as it 
remained stationary and siknt 
at 2,500 feet for four minutes 
,...,__~Mf!f oil .. __ ___ 

mingham . 

Soon afterwards. there were 
reports from Birmingham. 
Streetly. Four Oaks and Aid ­
ri dge. where it was seen hover­
ing for a minute. Then a retired 
police officer watched it for 90 
second.s iri Statfordshire. Other 
reports· came an hour later of 
its being seen over Hudders­
field, Leeds and the Lake Dis ­
trict. 

John Hurley said : "All the de ­
scriptions were the same and it 
can not be explained as being an 
ai rcraft. I would not sti c k my 
neck out and say it was a flying 
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auvc:tenlly destroyed wit. , ii !c .:; I · 
on the second World War. 

e has a theory that despite J 

..rn~~-al __ W~ma!iWL -~~-~-~~-...~ . members olthc pu'bti'CwiTI · 
continue to be free to know only 
what the Government want:s 
them to know. 

Arcing 
UFOs have fascinated him 

since he began collecting infor­
mation 18 years ago, and al­
though he tries to keep an open 
mind on the subject, he admlu 
there are things that he cannot 
reasonably account for . 

But he points out that nine out 
of ten UFO sightings can be ex· 
plain~d without involving ob­
jects from outer space. 
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It is probably because John 
Hurley knows thla that 
he ls able to say so con· 
fidently that he ha.a . 
never seen a thing. 

The nearest he came 
to jt wu in 1961 and 
1968, when he saw a me- . · 
teorite light up the !lky. ·j 

".,) Vision: FST television with computer controlled teletext and 'Display 
V(. On Screen: Video re<:order, featuring the latest HQ picture and 
_11 remote programming. Sound: 2 X • 40 Wall High-fi 
.~; soond through twm pyramid 

2:way reflex speakers and 
seporute sub -woofer vnol giving 
excellent sound quality. 
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The latest 
stereo infra­
red cordless 
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Motchline; designed 
for the future, 
ava ilable now. 
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He knew what it wu - , 
but there were reporl.B 
next day of UFO sight· 
ings. ·1 

At the moment, he is 
working on a report -j 
from Acocks Green. Bir- .I 
mingham, about a light :. f . . 
in the sky, arcing h ·om J ,. ., -~:-. · · 
the North to the East. I 

He suspects it may 
have been a man·made 
satellite. 

Johrt always like11 to• 
hear the false alarmlil -
because it Is possible 
that they could have 
been something impor· 
tant . 

Flash 
Unfortunately, many 

people hesitate to make 
their sighlings known 

and he understands 
why . 

.. I am sure that every· ! 
one at some time hu ) 
seen something (luh 
across the sky and won_~4 
dered what it waa. But 
they think, 'I! I report 
this. people will thin~ 
I'm barmy .. .'." 

John Hurley promises· 
he will 1 hl_r:~ n_ot.hl~g of 

lf your chiiJr.:n .n~ ag~cJ 10 anJ unJer. wc"ll 

dress them up to the nines 

We've ewrythin~ from kans anJ Sweatshirts 

for boys to Skirts and L~gglllS for girls. 

lt 

And all in a range of styles to impress 

most dedicated follower of fashion . • 
At Uoots we·w got chJ!Jren's ') 'l 1 

clothes all sewn up. 


